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out at the Vaudeville in 1874. For the solitary travestie of
" The Talisman/' the late J. F. M'Ardle is responsible. It
was first played at Liverpool in the year last named.
Lord Lytton's novels and romances have been ridiculed
on the stage very much less frequently than have his
dramas. " The Very Last Days of Pompeii," by Mr. Reece,
and "The Last of the Barons," by Mr. Du Terreaux, are,
so far as I know, the only stage works in which his prose
fiction has been perverted The former was seen at the
Vaudeville in 1872, and the latter at the Strand in the same
year. In " The Last of the Barons," Atkins was the King-
maker, Mr. Edward Terry portraying Edward IV. as a
great dandy, and endowing him with an amusing lisp.
When we turn to the stories of more recent times,
we think at once of the " No Thoroughfare" of Charles
Dickens and Wilkie Collins, and of the " Foul Play" of
Charles Reade and Dion Boucicault, as having suffered at
the hands of the irreverent scribes. The former romance
suggested to Hazlewood junior his "No Thorough-fair
beyond Highbury, or the Maid, the Mother, and the
Malicious Mountaineer." This was in 1868; and in the
following year the elder George Grossmith emulated Hazle-
wood's example at the Victoria Theatre. "Foul Play"
was parodied by Mr. Burnand, not only in the pages of
Punch, but in " Fowl Play, or a Story of Chikkin Hazard,
produced at the New Queen's in 1868.* Of the bright
writing in this " book," no better specimen could well be
* In this piece Mr. Toole was the Robert Penfold, Mr. Lionel
Brough the Joseph Wylie, Mr. Gaston Munay the General Rolling-
stone, Mr. Wyndham the Arthur Waddles, and Miss Ellen Fan en
(then in her novitiate) the Nancy Rouse.

